"Taraweeh is bid'ah" 
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—— Chapter: Standing in 
the Prayer during Ramadan 


Zayd bin 'Ali narrated on the authority of his father —his grandfather— 'Ali ibn Abi Talib, 
upon him be peace, that he commanded that the one who stands in prayer with the people 
during Ramadan and pray 20 units should give the final salutations after every two units. He 
should take a break (yaraawah) after four units so one could relieve oneself and repeat the 
ritual ablution. He should pray the odd prayer (witr) at the last part of the night while leaving. 


Refernce — Musnad Zayd, Volume 2 Page 423, the hadith is authenticated by Muhammad 
ibn Yahya ibn Al-Hussein Al-Houthi 


باب القيام في شهر رمضان 


: رضي الله علهم‎ de عن جده + عن‎ ed زيد بن علي عن‎ ) Gh) 
© بالناس صلاة القيام في شهار رمضان أن يصلي بهم‎ hey أنه أأمر الذي‎ 
عشرين ركعة » يسلم في كل ر كعتين ويراوح ما بين كل أربع ركعات‎ 
بهم من آخر الليل‎ O يوتر‎ Oly c ويتوضاً الرجل‎ c فير جع ذو الحاجة‎ 
. حين الإنصراف‎ 


قال الامام المهدي محمد بن المطهر رضي الله عنه : وروينا أن النبي 
صلى الله عليه وآله وسلم صلالها ليالي وصلوها معه » ثم تاخر (ص), 
وصلاها في Gu‏ » وروينا أنه قال صلی الله عليه وآله وسلم :۰« خشيت 
أن تفرض عليكم فتعجزو! عنها » اه من ج e‏ 
في هذا دليل على شرعية صلاة الوتر جماعة ٠‏ 
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The following narration, in the Musnad of Imam Zayd (the most important hadith book in 
Zaydi Shiism), confirms the Sunni belief that the Ahl Al-Bayt not only did not object to the 
Tarawih prayer, but in fact commanded and instructed people of how to pray it. 
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Abu ‘Abdallah, peace be upon him, has said that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him 
and his progeny, would increase his prayer during the month of Ramadan. After Al-‘Atmah 
(late evening prayer, he would perform more prayers. People behind would stand up (for 
prayer), but he would go inside and leave them. Then, after he came out, they would come 
and stand up behind him (for prayer), but he would leave them and go inside several times’. 
He (the narrator) has said that the Imam then said: “You must not perform prayer after late 
evening prayer during the times other than the month of Ramadan’. 


Reference — Al-Kafi by Al-Kulayni, vol. 4, p. 154-155, graded SAHIH by Majlisi in his Mir'ah 
Al-‘Uqul 16/378a 


SHIA OBJECTIONS REFUTED 


They will make the claim that Umar RA said taraweh is a good bidah, this doesn’t literally 
mean umar RA invented something new for Islam rather it means that Umar RA was reviving 
a sunnah. Can't declare it as an actual bidah because the prophet js prayed taraweeh 
himself 


The Khutba of Ameerul Mumineen (as) in Al-Kaafi: 


Imam Ali (AS): “The rulers before me did many acts that went against the teachings of the 
Prophet (SAWW), which they intentionally went against, contradicting their covenant to him, 
changing his Sunnah. And if | used force to drive people away from this (innovation) then 
people will divide. | swear by Allah | have commanded people to not pray any optional 
prayers (Taraweeh) in Jama’a other than the obligatory prayers, and | told them that their 
gatherings in Nawafil (Taraweeh) is a Bid’ah (innovation).” 


Reference — Al Kaafi by Sheikh al-Kulayni, vol. 8/ p 51 


The issue with this Hadith: The chain contains numerous problems for Shias, we shall point 
out one to save us and yourselves time: Ibrahim b. ‘Omar Al-Yamani = Da'if Jiddan", 
"extremely weak according to Ibn Al-Ghada’iri, one of the earliest Shia rijal and hadith 
scholars. 


SHIA OBJECTIONS 


Imam al-Sadiq (as) and al-Baqir (as) were asked about the Nafil (recommended) prayers in 
congregation on the nights during the month of Ramadan. So they would reply: “Verily when 
the Messenger of Allah (saw) prayed the final al-Isha, he would return home, then leave in 
the final hours of the night to the mosque so he stands and prays. So he left the first night of 
the month of Ramadan to pray as he prays, so the people made rows behind him, so he (the 
Prophet) fled from them to his home and left them. This was repeated for three nights. So 
the Prophet (saw) stood during the third day on the pulpit, praised Allah (SWT) and then 
said: "Oh People, verily the congregational prayers during the nights of the month of 
Ramadan is an innovation (bid"a), and the Duha prayers is an innovation. Therefore do not 
gather at night during the month of Ramadan for the night prayers. And do not pray the Duha 
prayers since it is a sin. Verily every innovation is a misguidance and every misguidance is 
on a path to the hellfire. 


He then came down (from the pulpit) while saying: "Little of the sunnah is better than much 
of the innovations." 


Sanad: Muhammad b. Ali b. al-Husayn by his isnads from Zurara and Muhammad b. Muslim 
and al-Fudayl who said the above hadith 


Source: Wasa'il Al-Shia, Volume 8, Page 45, Hadith #1 


The hadith is 'da'if (weak) according to Shia rijal standards (even lenient ones). One of the 
narrators in the chain of the narration is Muhammad bin Isa bin 'Ubaid who was declared 
‘da’if; (weak) and a Ghaali (exaggerator/extremist) by Al-Tusi in his book of Rijal. 


There are more issues in the chain, such the narrator Muhammad bin Muslim Al-Thaqafi 
who is also not reliable, because of the presence of Ali bin Ahmed and his father Ahmad bin 
Abi Abdillah and his grandfather Muhammad bin Khalid all of whom are ‘majhool’ (Unknown, 
or no clear grading for them). In fact, 'Ahmad bin Abi Abdillah' was expelled from the city of 
Qom by Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Isa (because of his deviant beliefs). 


From our own sources we see the prophet sae prayed taraweeh himself 


Bukhari 2008 

Bukhari 1129 

Sahih Muslim 761 

Bukhari 2012 - This hadith is the reason why he stopped doing taraweeh, Umar رضي الله عنه‎ 
revived this sunnah 


Sahih Al Bukhari 2010- Umar seeing different groups praying taraweeh so he brought them 
together and they all prayed taraweeh as a unit 


